
Music Selections 
(These suggestions are commonly chosen; other hymns may be possible.  

Choose one from each of the four categories for the funeral Mass) 

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS (select one) 

1. Shepherd me, O God (Psalm 23) 

2. To You, O Lord, I Lift my Soul (Psalm 25) 

3. The Lord is My Light (Psalm 27) 

4. Be with Me, Lord (Psalm 91) 
 

The Liturgy Selection Form 
 

Once you have made all your selections, carefully fill out the   

Liturgy Selection Form provided by the Consolation Minister. 

Entrance Hymns  

(at the start of the funeral Mass) 

Communion Hymns  

(sung during  

Communion time) 

-Alleluia, Sing to Jesus 

-O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

-I heard the Voice of the Jesus say 

-The King of Love my Shepherd is 

-Here I Am Lord 

-I am the Bread of Life 

-Panis Angelicus 

-One Bread, One Body 

-We Remember 

Offertory Hymns  

(sung as the priest prepares the altar)  

Recessional Hymns  

(as the congregation  

departs from the church) 

-Ave Maria 

-Make Me a Channel of your Peace  

-What Wondrous Love is This 

-Keep in Mind 

-We walk by Faith 

-Eye has not seen 

-How Great Thou Art 

-On Eagle’s Wings 

-Amazing Grace 

-Be Not Afraid 

 Planning the Mass 

of 

Christian Burial 

 

 
 

Church  

of  

St. Christopher 

 



   

Dear Friends in Christ, 

At  this  time of  sadness,  please be  assured of the  prayers  

and condolences of the Parish of Saint Christopher.  As you 

are now in the midst of planning your loved one's funeral, we 

wish to be of every  possible assistance for you to make this 

funeral an expression of your love and a time for you to feel 

the great consolation that is offered to you and your family by 

the love of God. 

We are prepared  to  assist  you in  arranging the Funeral     

Liturgy  for your loved one.  We  invite your participation in 

this liturgy.  In this packet you will find: 

Planning the Mass of Christian Burial Booklet - This   

booklet will walk you through the liturgy and explain how 

family members and friends may be involved. 

Reading Selections Booklet - Here you will find all of the 

reading selections from Sacred Scripture. You may choose 

two readings that best speak of your loved one which will in-

spire the congregation at the funeral Mass. 

Biography Form - On this form we ask you to share with us 

details about the life of your loved one. 

Funeral Liturgy Selection Form - This form lists your     

music and reading selections, the names of those who will be 

participating, as well as the Reflection for the back cover of 

the Mass booklet. 

Please do not hesitate to ask any questions that you may have 

and remember that you and your family are in our prayers. 

   Yours in Christ, 

      The Ministry of Consolation 

      St. Christopher’s Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of the Faithful - Form B 

 

For "N", who in baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, 

that he/she may now be admitted to the company of the 

saints. 

 

We pray to the Lord: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

For our brother/sister, "N", who ate the body of Christ, the 

bread of life, that he/she may be raised up on the last day. 

 

We pray to the Lord: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

For our deceased relatives and friends and for all who have 

helped us, that they may have the reward of their good-

ness. 

 

We pray to the Lord: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

For the family and friends of our brother/sister, "N", that 

they may be consoled in their grief by the Lord, who wept at 

the death of his friend, Lazarus. 

 

We pray to the Lord: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, that we 

may be gathered together again in God’s kingdom. 

 

We pray to the Lord: “Lord, hear our prayer.” 



 

Please choose one of the following forms of the Prayers of the 

Faithful. Selections should be written on the Liturgy Selection 

Form. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful - Form A 

 

In baptism, "N", received the light of Christ.  Scatter the dark-

ness now and lead him/her over the waters of death. 

 

Lord, in your mercy: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Our brother/sister, "N", was nourished at the table of the Sav-

ior.  Welcome him into the halls of the heavenly banquet. 

 

Lord, in your mercy: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Many friends and members of our families have gone before 

us and await the kingdom.  Grant them an everlasting home 

with your Son. 

 

Lord, in your mercy: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

The family and friends of "N" seek comfort and consolation.   

Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt that come 

from grief. 

 

Lord, in your mercy: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

We are assembled here in faith and confidence to pray for our  

brother/sister, "N".  Strengthen our hope so that we may live in  

the expectation of your Son’s coming. 

 

Lord, in your mercy: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

 

Catholic Funeral Rites and Rituals 
 

What is a wake service? 

Typically, families hold hours at the funeral home during which 

guests can pay their respects to the loved one who has died and 

comfort those who are in mourning. During these hours, a deacon 

will come to the funeral home and conduct a prayer service. In 

addition to the formal wake service, families are also able to have 

someone speak to offer eulogies and words of remembrance, if 

the family so desires. Eulogies and words of remembrance are not 

permitted at the funeral Mass at church. 

 

What is the Funeral Mass? 

The funeral Mass is very important for both the loved one who 

has died and for family members and friends. The Catholic 

Church   teaches that the Mass has a direct effect on the soul of 

the person who has died as well as on those who participate. 

Mass is offered for the person who has died to take away their 

sins; the gathered community prays that the deceased may reach 

the gates of heaven. For those who are alive, the Mass also      

removes sins, gives spiritual energy and power during the time of 

grieving, and brings family and friends together under God’s  

loving care. Thus, the  power of the Mass is necessary for both 

the loved one who has died as well as those who remain. 

 

What about burial? 

The Catholic Church teaches that we respect the dignity of the 

body of the deceased, even after death, for we pray that he or she 

will one day share in the resurrection of the body that Christ 

promised. Thus, the body of the deceased is committed to the 

earth by burial or interred in a mausoleum at a cemetery. A     

deacon at the cemetery usually performs the committal ceremony, 

followed by flowers placed at the grave.  



Catholic Funeral Rites and Rituals 

(continued) 
 

What about cremation? 

The Catholic Church permits the cremation of the deceased so 

long as the family accepts and believes in the Resurrection of the 

body. However, the Church teaches that the remains of a person, 

after they have been cremated, may not be sprinkled over a field 

or other location, nor may they be kept in a household. The urn  

containing the cremated remains must be committed to the earth, 

as would a casket, to preserve the dignity of the body of the     

deceased person. A grave provides survivors with a place to visit 

after loved ones have passed away, a place for prayer and        

remembrance, a place to  remember the resurrection of the body.  

 

Post-Funeral Option– Bereavement Ministry 

The process of grieving is different for everyone. Over the course 

of the days and weeks ahead, memories will arise for those who 

mourn, especially around the time of the holidays.                           

St. Christopher’s offers individual and group bereavement           

opportunities to assist you in the grieving process. Please call our 

main office to inquire about them: (516) 223-0723. 

Funeral Costs 

Please discuss funeral costs with your funeral director. Church 

fees include payments to professional  musicians, stipends for 

deacons and priests, and facility fees for use of the church build-

ing. Your funeral director will handle all payments to the church. 

 

Veterans 

If your loved one was a veteran, the casket may be draped in the 

American flag upon entering and departing the church. During 

the funeral Mass, the pall replaces the American flag. 

The Mass of Christian Burial 

Overview 
 

 The structure of the Roman Catholic Mass goes back to 

Jesus himself, as he instituted the sacrament of the Eucharist and 

established a ritual whereby we may continue to feel his presence 

among us across time and space. The Mass has two main parts: 

The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

 At the start of the Mass the group of family and friends 

follows the casket into the church, where they are greeted by the 

priest and ministers. Holy water is sprinkled as a reminder of  

baptism and a large white cloth, the pall, is placed on the casket. 

A crucifix may also be placed on the casket as well. You may 

choose family members to place the pall on the casket. 

 During the Liturgy of the Word, lectors and clergy       

proclaim bible passages that inspire and console. The Church 

teaches that God himself speaks to us through the readings and 

communicates messages of hope, healing, and guidance. You 

may choose two readings and Catholic family members or friends 

who will proclaim those readings during the Liturgy of the Word. 

In addition, you may choose someone to read the Prayers of the 

Faithful. As an alternative, one of the lectors of the parish can 

perform the above ministries. 

 During the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the priest prays that 

the bread and wine on the altar become the Body and Blood of 

Christ, spiritual nourishment. The presentation of the gifts of 

bread and wine is  symbolic of our offering united to Christ’s 

Passion, Death, and Resurrection. You may choose two Catholic 

family members or friends to bring up the gifts of bread and wine 

for the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  

 Finally, at the end of Mass, the priest uses incense to    

remind us of our prayers rising to heaven for the loved one. Then 

the congregation departs from the church and proceeds on to the 

cemetery.  

  


