
 



 



 

The Parish 

CLERGY PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Johnny R. Mendonça, Pastor 

Rev. Ryan Joseph, Assistant Parish Priest 

Rev. Anthony Kannampuzha, Priest-in-Residence 

Deacon Ralph Muscente 

Deacon Paul Cavanagh 

Ms. Maria Christ, Office Manager/DIR. Youth Ministry  

Mrs. Maureen Brady, Receptionist 

Mrs. Mary Beer, Receptionist  

Mr. Jack Sullivan, Director of Faith Formation 

Ms. Sabrina Chan, Faith Formation Coordinator 

Ms. Dimitra Vrosgou, Co-music Director/Main Organist 

Ms. Annalisa Emmett, Co-music Director/Main Cantor 

Mr. Julius Cespedes, Social Ministry Coordinator 

Mr. John Kornobis, Bookkeeper 

Mr. Roy Vessey, Maintenance Manager 

Mrs. Louise Kiesling, Baptism Coordinator 

Mrs. Laura Aldorasi 

Mr. Joseph Fragola 

Deacon Paul Cavanagh 

Mrs. Barbara Tynan 

Ms. Maria Christ 

Alex and Amy de la Teja 

Mr. Patrick Timmes 

Ms. Natasha Louissaint 

PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH TRUSTEES 

Mrs. Gail Milne 

Mr. Matthew Davis  



Monday     February 24th 

7:00AM              Alica Zwolinski 

9:00AM                Darleen Schauder—Liv Int 

 

Tuesday    February 25th 

7:00AM             Fr. Robert Holz—Liv Int 

9:00AM             Anne Fisenne 

 

Wednesday      February 26th 

7:00AM        George Carl 

9:00AM             Rose Marie Ripi—Liv Int 

 

Thursday      February 27th 

7:00AM             Liam Collins—Liv Int 

9:00AM              Michael Saint-Rome—Liv Int 

 

Friday   St. Gregory of  Narek February 28th 
7:00AM             Gennaro & Jessie Napolitano & Family 

9:00AM    Lina Camilliere 

 

Saturday       March 1st 
9:00AM         Patricia McGarry 

5:00PM   Joan Welling—Liv Int 

    Joseph Cotroneo 

    Margaret Healy—Liv Int 

    Agnes Bassano 

    Sandy Pizzi 
    

Sunday   The Eighth Sunday March 2nd 

7:30AM       of Ordinary Time Christine and Peter Clancy—Liv Int 

9:30AM    Gavin Reilly—Liv Int 

11:30AM   Lina & Kevin Santana Wed. Ann.—Liv Int 

5:00PM   People of the Parish 

7:00PM Spanish Mass  Nicolas Tejeda  

    Phedric Prophete Meristil—Liv Int 

Mass Intentions Please Pray For 

Bread & Wine 

 

 
Please Pray for all Parishioners born into eternal life.  

Keep them and their families in your prayers.  

 
 
 

The Deceased 

The Sick 

Names of the Sick for the bulletin will remain for three 
weeks unless the Rectory is notified for an extension.  

Please send all requests to  
bulletin@stchrisbaldwin.org.  

Zachary Chan 
 Maureen Carl 

 Baby Alana Jackson 
Rose Vrabel 

Alexandra Vrabel 
Baby Thomas Gerard 

Fr. Robert Holz 
 Virginia McWalters 

Anne Hartvig 
Jeannie Clarke 
Joseph Marrin 

Patricia Beitler 
Joanne Giretti 

Margaret Healy 
Mercedes Murray 

Fr. Brian McQuade 
Neiko Pagaling 

Baby Jack Norris 
Siobhan Lahiff 
Tara Raimondo 
John Sandrowicz 

Prayer for Our Troops 

Kindly only submit the names of deployed troops and the 
duration of deployment to the bulletin for prayer to   

bulletin@stchrisbaldwin.org. 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as 
they protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless 

acts they perform for us in our time of need and give us 
peace. I ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. 

Amen  

SFC Ralph Pereira 
Nick Duran 
Rosy Duran 

Captain Alexander LeClaire 
Lt. Jacob Neumann 

Lt. Margaret Mary Oriani 
Anthony Pascucci USMC 

Brian Feeney, Navy 
Kaitlyn O’Connor 

 

Week of  February 23rd, 
The Seventh Sunday of  Ordinary Time 

   Altar Flowers 
 



 

“Love is patient, love is kind …  
Love never fails”   

1 Cor . 4a, 8a  

The Sacraments 
Los Sacramentos 

Baptism/Bautismos 
 

Pre-registration is required two months before Baptism for the preparation class and the actual date of Baptism. The 
required Baptismal Preparation class is held on the first Sunday of each month at 9:30AM Mass in the Church and 

class to follow in the Buckley Room in Lawlor Hall. Baptisms happen the second, third and fourth Sundays of each month at 
1pm and the second and third Saturdays at 1pm.  Please call the Rectory for more information.  
 
La matriculación para las Clases Pre-bautismales es un requerimiento, con dos meses de antelación a la fecha del bautismo. 
Estas clases se ofrecen en la parroquia. Le podemos compartir el horario y la ubicación a través de una llamada a la oficina. 
Los bautismos se llevan a cabo los domingos segundos, teceros y cuartos de cada mes, a la 1pm, y los sábados segundos y 
teceros de cada mes, a la 1pm. Para matricularse para las Clases Pre-bautismales, por favor llame a la oficina al (516) 223-0723. 

Reconciliation/Confesión 
 

Every Saturday from 4PM to 4:45PM in the Church. At other times, please feel free and most welcome to 
make an appointment with one of the priests by calling the Rectory. 

 
Cada Sábado a la 4PM hasta 4:45PM en la iglesia. Siéntase libre en llamar a la rectoría para hacer una cita en caso de que 
necesite confesarse a otra hora. 

Anointing and Communion for the Sick/Comunión para los Enfermos  
 

Anyone unable to attend Mass because of illness may receive Holy Communion at home on a regular 
basis. Deacons and Eucharistic Ministers assist the priests in this ministry. Please call the Rectory.  

 
Si no puede asistir a la Misa por enfermedad, puede solicitar que alguien le lleve la Eucaristía a su casa. Por favor llame a la 
oficina. 

Matrimony/Matrimonio 
 

An appointment should be made to meet with one 
of our priests or deacons at least nine months 
before an anticipated wedding date to begin 
preparations. Either the bride, groom, or the 

immediate family must be a resident parishioner. Please call 
the Rectory to set up an appointment and for more 
information. 
 
Se debe hacer una cita con uno de los sacerdotes con al 
menos nueve meses de antelación de la fecha de la boda. Por 
lo menos la novia, el novio, o alguien cercano a la familia 
debe ser un feligrese de la parroqia. Para más información 
llame a la oficina. 

O.C.I.A (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)/ (Orden de Iniciación Cristiana para 
Adultos) 
 

This is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their Sacramental initiation, or attain full membership in 
the Church. For further information on how to join, please contact the Rectory. 
 
Este es el proceso para adultos interesados en convertirse a la fe católica, para aquellos que desean completar los 
sacramentos de iniciación, y para todo aquel que desea formar parte de la Iglesia Católica. Para más información llame la 
oficina. 

Banns of Marriage 



My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

In less then two weeks, we will begin our 40-day journey to the foot of the Cross, culminating in the celebration of Christ’s 

salvific work through His suffering, death, and resurrection. But how can we truly prepare to observe Lent? Why is this sea-

son so vital for our spiritual lives?  

 

Lent is an extended act of prayer and penance, inviting us into a deeper relationship with Christ. It is a journey of spiritual 

discipline, leading us to conversion and renewal. This season is not merely a time of giving things up but an opportunity to 

realign our hearts with God.  

 

So, before Ash Wednesday, let us make it a point to sit down and give some thought to how you want to spend this Lent. If 

you have no idea where to begin, the Church supports us on our spiritual journey. There are three holy practices which 

Catholics are called to embrace during this penitential season. These three practices are prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; 

choose something specific from each category. 

 

In the days prior to Lent, try one or more of the following three thoughts suggested by Ignatius spirituality: 

 

- Ask God, every day, “What does my soul need?” Just ask, and wait quietly. Because we’re very good at fooling ourselves 

about how we’re doing, it might take several days of praying this question before we’re truly open and humble enough to 

know the answer. 

 

- Ask God, every day, “What about my life makes you happy?” Yes, when God looks at your life, some parts of it—perhaps 

many aspects of it—bring joy to God’s heart. Think of how your children or grandchildren or other people close to you 

make you happy. God is in relationship with you, which means that your sins grieve God’s heart, but also that your growth 

and love and freedom and kindness bring joy to God of the universe. Again, you will probably need to pray this a few times 

before you are willing to consider that you give God pleasure, that you make God happy in any way. Stick with this little 

prayer and keep listening. 

 

- Tell God, and yourself, every day, “I want to be open to the graces of this Lenten season.” Maybe you’re not open right 

now, or you’re not as open and willing as you’d like to be or think you should be. What else is new? We can always open 

our lives a bit more, let go of more stuff, listen better, and do more quickly and passionately what we know helps nurture 

God’s kingdom on earth. 

 

Let us always remember, during Lent, we are invited to surrender attachments that distract us from God, whether they be 

material comforts, unhealthy habits, or even attitudes that keep us from living out fully the faith. What do we turn to for 

comfort instead of Christ? What consumes our time and energy more than prayer? As we lay down these “idols,” we make 

room for God’s grace to work in us. 

 

Having said that, a final word: It is tempting to view Lent as a time for ambitious personal resolutions, but its purpose is 

much deeper. Rather than overburdening ourselves with excessive resolutions, we should focus on a few meaningful sacrific-

es and spiritual disciplines. Lent is a lifelong journey—one that the Church guides us through year after year. Even when we 

fail, Lent reminds us of our weakness and our need for God’s grace. 

 

“If we have died with Him, we shall also live with Him” - 2 Timothy 2:11. 
  

          God bless you all.   
          Fr. Johnny Mendonca 



Next Sunday’s Readings 

Readings for the weekend of March 2nd 
The Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Year C 
 

Sir 27:4-7 
Ps 92 
1 Cor 15:54-58 
Lk 6:39-45 

Mass Ordinaries 

   Holy         #365 
  Mystery of Faith    #366 
  Great Amen  #367 
  Agnus Dei   #311 

Liturgy  

St. Gregory of Narek 

Source:  www.franciscanmedia.org 

Gregory was raised in a monastery and eventually entered the Narek 

Monastery, known as Narekavank in what is now Turkey, as a monk and 

lived there for nearly the entirety of his life. 

At the time, Armenia was experiencing a literature, painting, architecture, 

and theological renaissance, in which Gregory participated. 

As an Armenian monk, Gregory lived humbly and taught at the monastic 

school. He wrote his prayers in the encyclopedia of prayer for all na-
tions in hopes the book would one day guide people of all stations 

around the world to prayer. 

He was a leader of the well-developed school of Armenian mysticism at 

the Monastery and was asked to answer the question, "What can one of-

fer to God, our creator, who already has everything and knows everything 

better than we could ever express it?" 

In his Book of Prayer, also called the Book of Lamentations or the Song 
of Songs, Gregory wrote that the answer to the question is "the sighs of 

the heart." The book contains 91 prayers and was completed one year 

before he died. 

Several miracles and traditions have been traced back to Gregory and he is known as "the watchful angel in human 

form." 

Gregory of Narek was venerated as a saint by the Armenian Catholic Church and is also recognized as a saint of the 

Roman Catholic church. On April 12, 2015, Pope Francis officially proclaimed Gregory of Narek as a Doctor of the 

Church. 

Saint Gregory has been depicted holding his book of prayer in a variety of artwork and a professor of psychiatry was 

able to develop a unique kind of therapy based on Saint Gregory's Book of Lamentations. 

Though he has yet to be proclaimed the patron saint of a particular patronage, his Book of Prayer has been used to 

treat several diseases including schizophrenia, Hepatitis C, periodic disease, stress symptoms and depression. 



 

Stewardship 

Stewardship Prayer 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  

I come to You in thanksgiving knowing that all that I am 
and all that I have are gifts from You. Teach me to be 
generous with these gifts that You have given to me.  
 
I know that You want me to accept these gifts, cultivate 
them, and return them with increase, and that I may do 
that only through You. Help me to be Your faithful, 
evangelizing steward.  
 
Keep me mindful that, as Your disciple, I am called 
through the Holy Spirit to be an instrument of dramatic 
missionary growth, radically faithful to participation in 
the Sunday Mass, deeply devoted to the presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, and courageous in 
living the truths of our Faith and sharing the “Good 
News” with the world.  
 
Make us One Family in Mission so that, through our 
time and talent, we may ignite our Church with the joy 
of the Gospel.  Amen.  
 

Taken from: Stewardship Office, Diocese of Rockville 
Centre 

BEWARE GIFT CARD SCAM 
 

If you receive an email or text message from 
Fr. Johnny, or any other staff member of St. 
Christopher’s Church requesting a purchase of 
gift cards or donations, delete it immediately, 
block the sender’s phone number or email 
address and notify the rectory office as soon as 
possible.  This is a common scam and is not 
from St. Christopher’s.  Please do not reply to 
the message nor purchase any gift cards prior 
to calling the office. 

Weekly Numbers:   ”What shall I return to the Lord for all that He has given to me?” 

Ministry Appeal - 2025 

Goal - $117,400.00  

 # of Gifts 15 

 Pledged   $      8,685.00 

 Paid   $      7,685.00   

 Average gift                $      579 

7%  of Goal 

For 2025 the St. Christopher’s Parish Catholic 

Ministries Goal is $117,400. Many thanks to 

the families who are pledging for the 2025 year. 

Please remember that YOUR participation is 

paramount to this endeavor. We have over 

3,000 registered families at St Chris, if we could 

all participate, at any level, imagine the 

difference we’ll make in the work of the 

Catholic Church here on Long Island  

Thank you to our donors for supporting our 
2025 Ministry Appeal campaign! 

FEBRUARY 16th Sunday Collections 

 TOTAL IN-PERSON ONLINE 

2025  $  13,763 $  11,996 $  1,767 

2024  $  18,430 $  16,549 $ 1,881 

+/-     $ -4,667 



 

Next Week’s Collection 

HELP US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

Every year through the support and commitment of individuals and organizations, we are able to 

serve more than 600,000 people in our Long Island community. 

 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal enables our Church to continue to form our youth and adults in 

the faith, promote the dignity of life, provide quality education to our young people, feed the hun-

gry, and foster vocations to the priesthood. 

 
Your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal helps our Parish Outreach and Catholic Charities 

Programs serve people in our community by providing food, clothing, shelter, counseling and care.  

And most importantly, it lets those we serve know that God loves them and is with them during the 

difficult times in their lives. 

 

Your generosity helps to make all of this, and so much more, possible! 

 

Thank you for your support. 

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT TO THE 2025 Catholic Ministries Appeal! Every Gift Makes 
a Difference in the Lives of Others.  
  
Parish: ________________________________________________ 

Name:  ________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal, Diocese of Rockville Centre, P.O. Box 4000, Rockville Centre, New York 11571  catholicministriesappeal.org 

Pledge     $ ________ 
  

Down Payment  $ ________ 

 

Balance    $_________ 

2025 



 

 

If you know of any member of the Parish 
who is homebound and who would like 
to receive visitors, please contact the 
Parish Office at  516-223-0723 and share 
the name and contact information with 
the staff, identifying it as a person for the 
Ministry for the Homebound. If you 

would like to be part of this Ministry please give you name 
and contact number to the Parish Office and Paul 
Cavanagh will be in touch with you.   
“For I was ill and you cared for me” Matthew 25:36 

Ministry News 

Grupo de Oración  
Renovación Carismática 

 

Sábados a las 7:15PM  
en Lawlor Hall 

 

Para información llame a:  
Ana Arevalo 516-395-6245 
Isidoro Ruíz  516-410-1402 



 

CURRENT PANTRY NEEDS 
 
 CANNED CHICKEN 
 MAC & CHEESE 
 CANNED VEGGIES 
 PASTA 
 PASTA SAUCE 
 CANNED BEANS (HISPANIC) 
 CEREAL 
 TISSUE PRODUCTS 
 SOUP 
 OATMEAL 
 DIAPERS 1-6 
 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 
CONTINUOUS SUPPORT IN HELPING US TO 
PROVIDE FOR THOSE IN NEED! 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE  
PERISHABLE ITEMS 

FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN  

TUESDAYS 2:30-4:00PM 
 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE  
CLOTHING ITEMS 

BY THE FOOD PANTRY 
DROP THEM IN THE ST. VINCENTS 

BINS IN THE PARKING LOT 

                  PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  



 

Faith Formation 



 

Statement of 2024 
Donations Request  

(TAX purposes) 
 

In order to receive a statement of your 2024’s donations to  
St. Christopher’s parish for TAX purposes, please fill out ALL 
the information below and leave this slip at the Parish Office, 

Sacristy, or collection baskets. Thank you! 
 

Para recibir el estado de cuenta de sus donaciones del 2024 a la  
Parroquia de San Cristóbal para fines de impuestos, por favor, com-
plete TODA la información abajo solicitada y deje este formulario 
en la Oficina Parroquial, la Sacristía o en las canastas de colectas. 

¡Gracias! 
 

Envelope # (número de sobre)_________________________  
 

Name (Nombre):______________________________________________ 
 

Address (Dirección):____________________________________________  
 
 

Please note that your envelope number is very important 
for us to find you in our system. Questions? Call the  

Parish office at (516) 223-0723 
 

Su número de sobre es muy importante para que po-
damos encontrarlo en nuestro sistema.¿Preguntas? 

Llame a la oficina parroquial al (516) 223-0723 

Tax Forms 



 

Formed 



 

Jubilee 2025 

Holy Year 2025 "Checklist" 

Participating in a Jubilee Year includes several spiritual practices: 

1. Visiting designated holy sites, such as the four major basilicas in Rome or local church-

es in your dioceses, symbolizes a journey of faith and conversion. 

2. Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confession is encouraged to receive God’s forgiveness 

and grace, as emphasized in John 20:21-23; and—along with receiving the Eucharist—

this sacrament is necessary to obtain an indulgence 

3. By fulfilling certain conditions, including prayers, a pilgrimage, or acts of charity, Cath-

olics can receive indulgences, which reduce or eliminate temporal punishment for sins. 

4. Acts of Mercy: Engaging in corporal and spiritual works of mercy, like feeding the hun-

gry or comforting the sorrowful, reflects Christ’s love. 

5. Prayer and Reflection: Deepening one’s prayer life and reflecting on Scripture strength-

ens one’s relationship with God. 

 

Pilgrimages to designated holy sites, doing acts of charity, and receiving the sacrament of 

reconciliation are emphasized. 

The Jubilee is a reminder of God’s mercy and the call to live out the gospel more fully. 

These practices help Catholics grow in holiness and experience God’s mercy. 

 



 

Events 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS  
ON MARCH 5TH! 

 
PLEASE BRING YOUR 

OLD PALMS 
Place them in the bins at the doors of the church. 

These blessed palms will be used to prepare ashes for this year’s Ash Wednesday Masses and         
Services. The Religious Education Students will have a burning of the palm’s service during their Tuesday and 
Wednesday classes by the church garage on February 25th and 26th. ALL parishioners are welcomed to join.   

Admission Tickets $100 



 

News 

 
 

St. Christopher’s is on Flocknote!  
 

We have a tremendous community here at St. Christopher’s. And we want 
to make sure it’s as easy as possible for every one of you to be involved and 
connected to it all. So, we’ve adopted a new and improved way of communi-

cating that will make it much simpler for you to get the information you 
want from us! It’s powered by a service called Flocknote. This is all totally 
free for you to use, you don’t even have to download anything or create a 
password in order to participate. You just take a couple minutes to sign up 
and it lets you receive email or text messages from St. Christopher’s Parish. 

It even allows you to reply directly back to those messages so we can get 
feedback and hear from you in an efficient manner. 

 

TEXT  STCNOTE  TO 84576 TO SIGN UP 

TELETHON 2025 



 

Youth Ministry 



 

Events 



       

“Love Thy Neighbor” 

ROSE FENCE, INC. 
• PVC • Custom Wood • Chain Link 

 • Aluminum Estate Fence •  Stockade 
345 West Sunrise Hwy.

Thomas P. Dougherty 
Timothy M. Dougherty 

Timothy M. Dougherty, Jr. 
attorneys at law 
real estate • criminal 

 •personal injury • corporation 
 •wills and estates • landlord & tenant 

business sales & agreements 
625 Merrick Rd., Baldwin 

223-2621
 Breakfast- Lunch- Dinner 

Room Available for Large Parties 
790 Sunrise Hwy- 516-223-2161
        Dr. Donna Rubino  

Dr. Clare Villanueva 
Doctors of Audiology 

Hearing Aids 
215a Atlantic Ave. 

Lynbrook, NY 11563 
 516-224-7588 

Richard D. Lippmann, M.D., F.A.A.P. 
Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine 664 Merrick Rd. 
                                               Baldwin, NY  11510 

Tele (516) 771-8123        www.drrichonline.com 
Fax (516)208-8343              Open 7 days a week

DDoo  YYoouu  NNeeeedd  ttoo  HHaavvee  
YYoouurr  HHaaiirr  aanndd  NNaaiillss  
  DDoonnee  bbyy  LLiicceennsseedd    

CCoossmmoottoollggiisstt  iinn  
  YYoouurr  HHoommee??  

Elderly, Disabled,or Home Bound 
Call Ginny 

516-867-1866 
Appts Available  

Reasonable Rates • Insured

Kitty O’Hara’s  
Serving the best value lunch, brunch, and  

dinner in town. Happy Hour till 8pm daily. 
Live Music on Weekends 

516 208 5520    Patio Now Open 
845 Merrick Rd., Baldwin

#202 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

Please Patronize Our Advertisers

• Aftercare Family  
Support Programs 

 
• Courtesy Lending Library 
 
• Support Group referrals 
 
• Video Tributes™  

with every funeral

  Longtime Parishioners of St. Christopher’s        Four Generations of Compassion and Trust 

Established 1903 
 
 
 
 

769 Merrick Road 
Baldwin, NY 11510 

516-223-1460 
 

www.fullertonfhny.com

    

“Nothing wounds the heart more deeply than the loss of a loved one.” 

We are proud to serve the members of our parish. 
When the funeral is over, you will find we have  

just begun to care. 
We can provide, at no additional cost: 

- Tribute DVD’s 
- Professional aftercare 
- Grief literature available to lend 

2283 Grand Ave. Baldwin, N.Y. 11510         
(516)223-4200 

      Michael J. Cecere, Jr.   www.cecerefamilyfunerals.com    Michael J. Cecere, III 
Active Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 
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(516) 223-0777
WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 

 
 

2700 LONG BEACH RD. OCEANSIDE 

J-C 
AUTOMOTIVE INC.
(516)766-4411  

SUSAN & JIMMY C. Fellow Parishioners 

Market is changing...
We are prepared. Are you?

The Twin Team 
is here to help! Call Us!

(516) 353-1038 | (516) 816-4699
Let our knowledge and over 24 years of 
experience guide you to the new market

EVA
BOCI

Broker Associate

DAVORKA 
BENDER

Broker/Owner

Since 1927 for all 
your floral needs 
Weekly Specials

2170 Grand Ave. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 
516-223-8600 
Wicksflorist.com

Wicks Florist




