
 



 



 

The Parish 

CLERGY PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Johnny R. Mendonça, Pastor 

Rev. Ryan Joseph, Assistant Parish Priest 

Rev. Anthony Kannampuzha, Priest-in-Residence 

Deacon Ralph Muscente 

Deacon Paul Cavanagh 

 Mrs. Maureen Brady, Parish Receptionist 

Mrs. Mary Beer, Parish Receptionist  

Ms. Dimitra Vrosgou, Organist 

Mr. Jack Sullivan, Director of Faith Formation 

Ms. Sabrina Chan, Faith Formation Coordinator 

Mr. Julius Cespedes, Parish Social Ministry Coordinator 

Mr. John Kornobis, Parish Bookkeeper 

Ms. Louise Kiesling, Baptism Coordinator 

 

Mrs. Laura Aldorasi 

Mr. Joseph Fragola 

Mrs. Marie Jose Saint Surin 

Deacon Paul Cavanagh 

Hon. Leo McGinity 

Mrs. Rosemarie Scarola 

Mrs. Barbara Tynan 

Ms.  Ana Arevalo  

PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH TRUSTEES 

Mrs. Gail Milne 

Mr. Matthew Davis  



Monday     St. Peter Claver  September 9th 

7:00AM            Grace Foster—Liv Int 

9:00AM                Ethel Dalton 
-    
Tuesday     September 10th 
7:00AM           Laura Haltigan—Liv Int 

9:00AM             Clorinda Delisa 

- 

Wednesday     September 11th 

7:00AM          Fr. Robert Holz—Liv Int 

9:00AM             Joanne Fantozzi 

7:00PM   All Victims of 9/11 
-     

Thursday    The Most Holy  September 12th 
7:00AM         Name of Mary Ernest & Kathleen DeSharnais 

9:00AM              Dong Hui Rong 
- 

Friday     St. John Chrysostom September 13th 
7:00AM            Sr. Dolores McLaughlin, CSJ 

9:00AM   Anita & Richard Murphy 
- 

Saturday     The Exaltation September 14th 

9:00AM      of the Holy Cross  Neil Melley 

5:00PM          Josephine & Domenick Regina 

    Irene & John Zullo 

    Ann T Ely  

    Margaret Healy—Liv Int  

    Neil Melley 
—    

Sunday  Twenty-Fourth Sunday September 15th 

7:30AM      of Ordinary Time For the People of the Parish 

9:30AM    Stevenson Family—Liv Int 

11:30AM   Anton Abram 

5:00PM   John Kennedy Sr. 

Mass Intentions Please Pray For 

Bread & Wine 

 

Please Pray for all Parishioners born into eternal life. Keep 
them and their families in your prayers.  

 
 
 
 

The Deceased 

The Sick 

Names of the Sick for the bulletin will remain for three 
weeks unless the Rectory is notified for an extension.  

Please send all requests to  
bulletin@stchrisbaldwin.org.  

Zachary Chan 
Jeanette C. Larsen 

 Maureen Carl 
 Baby Alana Jackson 

Helen De Palma 
Rose Vrabel 

Alexandra Vrabel 
Baby Thomas Gerard 

Fr. Robert Holz 

 Virginia McWalters 
Anne Hartvig 
Jeannie Clarke 
Joseph Marrin 
Patricia Beitler 
Joanne Giretti 

Margaret Healy 
Mercedes Murray 

 

Prayer for Our Troops 

Kindly only submit the names of deployed troops and the 
duration of deployment to the bulletin for prayer to   

bulletin@stchrisbaldwin.org. 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us in our time of need. And give us peace.  

I ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen  

SFC Ralph Pereira 
Nick Duran 
Rosy Duran 

Captain Alexander LeClaire 
2nd Lieutenant Jacob Neumann 

Lieutenant Margaret Mary Oriani 
Anthony Pascucci USMC 

Brian Feeney, Navy 
Kaitlyn O’Connor 

 

   Altar Flowers 
    Rosita Padron 

Week of  September 8th, 
The 23rd Sunday of  Ordinary Time 

Cary Pallette 
Mario Rodriguez 

Olga Tiburcio 

Sanctuary Lamp 
Rosita Padron 



 
Second Bann 

Nicole Catsounis—Tyler Butera 
Panachia of Island Park—St. Christoher’s, Baldwin 

 

“Love is patient, love is kind … Love never fails”  
1 Cor . 4a, 8a  

The Sacraments 
Los Sacramentos 

Baptism/Bautismos 
 

Pre-registration is required two months before Baptism for the preparation class and the actual date of Baptism. The 
required Baptismal Preparation class is held on the first Sunday of each month at 9:30AM Mass in the Church and 

class to follow in the Buckley Room in Lawlor Hall. Baptisms happen the second, third and fourth Sundays of each month at 
1pm and the second and third Saturdays at 1pm.  Please call the Rectory for more information.  
 
La matriculación para las Clases Pre-bautismales es un requerimiento, con dos meses de antelación a la fecha del bautismo. 
Estas clases se ofrecen en la parroquia. Le podemos compartir el horario y la ubicación a través de una llamada a la oficina. 
Los bautismos se llevan a cabo los domingos segundos, teceros y cuartos de cada mes, a la 1pm, y los sábados segundos y 
teceros de cada mes, a la 1pm. Para matricularse para las Clases Pre-bautismales, por favor llame a la oficina al (516) 223-0723. 

Reconciliation/Confesión 
 

Every Saturday from 4PM to 4:45PM in the Church. At other times, please feel free and most welcome to 
make an appointment with one of the priests by calling the Rectory. 

 
Cada Sábado a la 4PM hasta 4:45PM en la iglesia. Siéntase libre en llamar a la rectoría para hacer una cita en caso de que 
necesite confesarse a otra hora. 

Anointing and Communion for the Sick/Comunión para los Enfermos  
 

Anyone unable to attend Mass because of illness may receive Holy Communion at home on a regular 
basis. Deacons and Eucharistic Ministers assist the priests in this ministry. Please call the Rectory.  

 
Si no puede asistir a la Misa por enfermedad, puede solicitar que alguien le lleve la Eucaristía a su casa. Por favor llame a la 
oficina. 

Matrimony/Matrimonio 
 

An appointment should be made to meet with one 
of our priests or deacons at least nine months 
before an anticipated wedding date to begin 
preparations. Either the bride, groom, or the 

immediate family must be a resident parishioner. Please call 
the Rectory to set up an appointment and for more 
information. 
 
Se debe hacer una cita con uno de los sacerdotes con al 
menos nueve meses de antelación de la fecha de la boda. Por 
lo menos la novia, el novio, o alguien cercano a la familia 
debe ser un feligrese de la parroqia. Para más información 
llame a la oficina. 

R.C.I.A (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)/ (Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para 
Adultos) 
 

This is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their Sacramental initiation, or attain full 
membership in the Church. For further information on how to join, please contact the Rectory. 
 
Este es el proceso para adultos interesados en convertirse a la fe católica, para aquellos que desean completar los 
sacramentos de iniciación, y para todo aquel que desea formar parte de la Iglesia Católica. Para más información llame la 
oficina. 

Banns of Marriage 



My dear Parishioners and Friends, 

 

The Exaltation of the Cross: September 14th is the feast day of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, also known as the  

Triumph of the Cross or the Elevation of the Cross. In the early fourth century, the Roman Emperor Constantine's  

mother, St. Helena, a convert to Christianity, went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land to locate where the important events 

in the life of Jesus Christ occurred, and to preserve the relics of the Christian faith that remained there. One of her goals 

was to find the place of Jesus' crucifixion and the very Cross on which he was hung. 

 

With the help of many locals, and with the assistance of the Bishop of Jerusalem, she discovered the spot and found the 

True Cross which had been previously hidden by the Jews.  According to the historian Rufinus, the identity of the True 

Cross was confirmed by a miraculous healing. St. Helena had a church built on the original site of Jesus' crucifixion, burial, 

and resurrection, known as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Her son Constantine dedicated this church on September 

13-14 in the year 335 A.D. Even today, the Stations of the Cross in Jerusalem, or the Via Dolorosa, end at this very spot. 

 

The Church has a long tradition of venerating the Cross, that's why Catholic churches always have large crucifixes in  

prominent places. In the Catholic Church venerating the Cross is a liturgical tradition during Holy Week. That is also why 

Catholics have crucifixes in their homes, usually on their wall or above their doorway.  In fact, a cross or a crucifix put in a 

place of honor is a sure mark of a Christian home. If you don't have a crucifix in your home, consider choosing one on this 

special feast day, have it blessed, and place it in a prominent place in your home where it will be honored and venerated. 

 

We make the Sign of the Cross, many times, especially before prayer which helps to fix our minds and hearts to God, even 

after prayer we bless ourselves with the Sign of the Cross to keep close to God. During trials and temptations our strength 

and protection is the Sign of the Cross. At Baptism we are sealed with the Sign of the Cross, signifying the fullness of  

redemption and that we belong to Christ. Let us look to the cross frequently, and realize that when we make the Sign of the 

Cross we give our entire self to God — mind, soul, heart, body, will, thoughts. 

 

Our Lady of Sorrows: The Memorial Day of Our Lady of Sorrows is celebrated on September 15th, however, this year it 

falls on a Sunday, and Sunday is the Day of the Lord. The title "Our Lady of Sorrows" focuses on Mary's intense suffering 

during the passion and death of Christ. As the Blessed Mother stood at the foot of the Cross on which Jesus hung, the 

sword of sorrow Simeon had foretold pierced her soul. 

 

“ In 1913, Pope Pius X fixed the date on September 15.  The feast is like an octave for the birthday of Our Lady on  

September 8th. This feast is dedicated to the spiritual martyrdom of Mary, Mother of God, and her compassion with the 

sufferings of her Divine Son, Jesus. In her suffering as co-redeemer, she reminds us of the tremendous evil of sin and 

shows us the way of true repentance. May the numerous tears of the Mother of God be conducive to our salvation; with 

which tears Thou, O God, art able to wash away the sins of the whole world.” Our Lady of Sorrows by Fr. Paul Haffner 

 

On this feast day we recall the seven sorrows of Blessed Mother, who is teaching us how to be faithful in our ‘YES’ to the 

Lord, even to the point of standing at the foot of the Cross. Her seven sorrows are: 1. The prophecy of Simeon. 2. The 

flight into Egypt. 3. The loss of the Holy Child in Jerusalem. 4. Meeting Jesus en route to Calvary. 5. Standing at the foot of 

the Cross. 6. The removal of Jesus from the Cross. 7. The burial of Christ. 

 

Prayer: Most Immaculate and Sorrowful Heart of Mary, I thank you for the unending depth of compassion you had for 

those who sinned against your Son and for loving me with that same love. As you grieve with a holy sorrow over my own 

sins, please pray for me, that I will more fully understand your compassion. As I do, I pray that I will be able to more fully 

imitate and participate in that love, flowing from your pure and perfect Sorrowful Heart.  

 

Jesus, I trust in You… Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for me.  

 
Fr. Johnny Mendonca 
 



Next Sunday’s Readings 

Readings for the weekend of September 15th –  
Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Year B 
 

Is 50:5-9a 
Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 
Jas 2:14-18 
Mk 8:27-35 

Mass Ordinaries 

   Holy         #365 
  Mystery of Faith    #366 
  Great Amen  #367 
  Agnus Dei   #311 

Liturgy  

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Early in the fourth century, Saint Helena, mother of the Roman 

Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in search of the holy 

places of Christ’s life. She razed the second-century Temple of 

Aphrodite, which tradition held was built over the Savior’s tomb, 

and her son built the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher on that spot. 

During the excavation, workers found three crosses. Legend has 

it that the one on which Jesus died was identified when its touch 

healed a dying woman. 

The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a 

Good Friday celebration in Jerusalem toward the end of the 

fourth century, according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken 

out of its silver container and placed on a table together with the 

inscription Pilate ordered placed above Jesus’ head: Then “all the 

people pass through one by one; all of them bow down, touching 

the cross and the inscription, first with their foreheads, then with 

their eyes; and, after kissing the cross, they move on.” 

To this day, the Eastern Churches, Catholic and Orthodox alike, celebrate the Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross on the September anniversary of the basilica’s dedication. The feast entered the 

Western calendar in the seventh century after Emperor Heraclius recovered the cross from the 

Persians, who had carried it off in 614, 15 years earlier. According to the story, the emperor 

intended to carry the cross back into Jerusalem himself, but was unable to move forward until he 

took off his imperial garb and became a barefoot pilgrim. 

Source: https://www.franciscanmedia.org/ 



 

Religious Education 



 

Religious Education 



 

Stewardship 

Stewardship Prayer 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  

I come to You in thanksgiving knowing that all that I am 
and all that I have are gifts from You. Teach me to be 
generous with these gifts that You have given to me.  
 
I know that You want me to accept these gifts, cultivate 
them, and return them with increase, and that I may do 
that only through You. Help me to be Your faithful, 
evangelizing steward.  
 
Keep me mindful that, as Your disciple, I am called 
through the Holy Spirit to be an instrument of dramatic 
missionary growth, radically faithful to participation in 
the Sunday Mass, deeply devoted to the presence of 
Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, and courageous in 
living the truths of our Faith and sharing the “Good 
News” with the world.  
 
Make us One Family in Mission so that, through our 
time and talent, we may ignite our Church with the joy 
of the Gospel.  Amen.  
 

Taken from: Stewardship Office, Diocese of Rockville 
Centre 

BEWARE GIFT CARD SCAM 
 

If you receive an email or text message from 
Fr. Johnny, or any other staff member of St. 
Christopher’s Church requesting a purchase of 
gift cards or donations, delete it immediately, 
block the sender’s phone number or email 
address and notify the rectory office as soon as 
possible.  This is a common scam and is not 
from St. Christopher’s.  Please do not reply to 
the message nor purchase any gift cards prior 
to calling the office. 

Weekly Numbers:   ”What shall I return to the Lord for all that He has given to me?” 

Ministry Appeal - 2024 

Goal - $95,000.00  

 # of Gifts 150 

 Pledged   $      62,410.00 

 Paid   $      56,634.00   

 Average gift                $      416 

66%  of Goal 

For 2024 the St. Christopher’s Parish Catholic 

Ministries Goal is $95,000. Many thanks to the 122 

families who have made pledges for the 2024 year. 

Please remember that YOUR participation is 

paramount to this endeavor. We have over 3,000 

registered families at St Chris, if we could all 

participate, at any level, imagine the difference we’ll 

make in the work of the Catholic Church here on 

Long Island  

Thank you to our donors for supporting our 2023 
Ministry Appeal campaign! 

SEPTEMBER 1st Sunday Collections 

 TOTAL IN-PERSON ONLINE 

2024   $  17,604 $  15,952 $  1,652 

2023  $  13,655 $  11,849 $   1,983 

+/-     $ 3,949 



 

Next Week’s Collection 

HELP US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

Every year through the support and commitment of individuals and organizations, we are able to 

serve more than 600,000 people in our Long Island community. 

 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal enables our Church to continue to form our youth and adults in 

the faith, promote the dignity of life, provide quality education to our young people, feed the hun-

gry, and foster vocations to the priesthood. 

 
Your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal helps our Parish Outreach and Catholic Charities 

Programs serve people in our community by providing food, clothing, shelter, counseling and care.  

And most importantly, it lets those we serve know that God loves them and is with them during the 

difficult times in their lives. 

 

Your generosity helps to make all of this, and so much more, possible! 

 

Thank you for your support. 

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT TO THE 2024 Catholic Ministries Appeal! Every Gift Makes 
a Difference in the Lives of Others.  
  
Parish: ________________________________________________ 

Name:  ________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal, Diocese of Rockville Centre, P.O. Box 4000, Rockville Centre, New York 11571  catholicministriesappeal.org 

Pledge     $ ________ 
  

Down Payment  $ ________ 

 

Balance    $_________ 

2024 



 

 

If you know of any member of the Parish 
who is homebound and who would like 
to receive visitors, please contact the 
Parish Office at  516-223-0723 and share 
the name and contact information with 
the staff, identifying it as a person for the 
Ministry for the Homebound. If you 

would like to be part of this Ministry please give you name 
and contact number to the Parish Office and Paul 
Cavanagh will be in touch with you.   
“For I was ill and you cared for me” Matthew 25:36 

Ministry News 

Grupo de Oración  
Renovación Carismática 

 
Sábados a las 7:15PM en  

Lawlor Hall 
Para información  

llame a:  
Ana Arevalo 516-395-6245 
 Isidoro Ruíz  516-410-1402 

 
 



 

CURRENT PANTRY NEEDS 
 
 CANNED CHICKEN 
 MAC & CHEESE 
 CANNED VEGGIES 
 CANNED WHITE POTATO 
 PASTA 
 KETCHUP 
 CRACKERS 
 CEREAL 
 TISSUE PRODUCTS 
 TUNA 
 OATMEAL 
 DIAPERS 1-6 
 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 
CONTINUOUS SUPPORT IN HELPING US TO 
PROVIDE FOR THOSE IN NEED! 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE  
PERISHABLE ITEMS 

FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN  

TUESDAYS 2:30-4:00PM 
 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE  
CLOTHING ITEMS 

BY THE FOOD PANTRY 
DROP THEM IN THE ST. VINCENTS 

BINS IN THE PARKING LOT 

                  PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  



 

St. Pius X Residence 



 

Retreat 



 

Events 



 

Events 



 

Events 



 

Events 



       

“Love Thy Neighbor” 

ROSE FENCE, INC. 
• PVC • Custom Wood • Chain Link 

 • Aluminum Estate Fence •  Stockade 
345 West Sunrise Hwy.

Thomas P. Dougherty 
Timothy M. Dougherty 

Timothy M. Dougherty, Jr. 
attorneys at law 
real estate • criminal 

 •personal injury • corporation 
 •wills and estates • landlord & tenant 

business sales & agreements 
625 Merrick Rd., Baldwin 

223-2621
 Breakfast- Lunch- Dinner 

Room Available for Large Parties 
790 Sunrise Hwy- 516-223-2161
        Dr. Donna Rubino  

Dr. Clare Villanueva 
Doctors of Audiology 

Hearing Aids 
215a Atlantic Ave. 

Lynbrook, NY 11563 
 516-224-7588 

Luke Mangal 
Exclusive Agent - Personal Financial Representative 

AllState- 914 Atlantic Ave., Baldwin 
516-783-3484 • 516-783-3435 
lukeshmangal@allstate.com
Rehoboth Elderly Home Care 

2322 Grand Ave., Baldwin 
516-719-0761 • Fax 516- 719-0762 

recc.home@rehobothelderlycar.com 
www.rehobothelderlycare.com 

Richard D. Lippmann, M.D., F.A.A.P. 
Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine 664 Merrick Rd. 
                                               Baldwin, NY  11510 

Tele (516) 771-8123        www.drrichonline.com 
Fax (516)208-8343              Open 7 days a week

DDoo  YYoouu  NNeeeedd  ttoo  HHaavvee  
YYoouurr  HHaaiirr  aanndd  NNaaiillss  
  DDoonnee  bbyy  LLiicceennsseedd    

CCoossmmoottoollggiisstt  iinn  
  YYoouurr  HHoommee??  

Elderly, Disabled,or Home Bound 
Call Ginny 

516-867-1866 
Appts Available  

Reasonable Rates • Insured

Kitty O’Hara’s  
Serving the best value lunch, brunch, and  

dinner in town. Happy Hour till 8pm daily. 
Live Music on Weekends 

516 208 5520    Patio Now Open 
845 Merrick Rd., Baldwin
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• Aftercare Family  
Support Programs 

 
• Courtesy Lending Library 
 
• Support Group referrals 
 
• Video Tributes™  

with every funeral

  Longtime Parishioners of St. Christopher’s        Four Generations of Compassion and Trust 

Established 1903 
 
 
 
 

769 Merrick Road 
Baldwin, NY 11510 

516-223-1460 
 

www.fullertonfhny.com

   

“Nothing wounds the heart more deeply than the loss of a loved one.” 

We are proud to serve the members of our parish. 
When the funeral is over, you will find we have  

just begun to care. 
We can provide, at no additional cost: 

- Tribute DVD’s 
- Professional aftercare 
- Grief literature available to lend 

2283 Grand Ave. Baldwin, N.Y. 11510         
(516)223-4200 

      Michael J. Cecere, Jr.   www.cecerefamilyfunerals.com    Michael J. Cecere, III 
Active Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 

To schedule an 
appointment, call 
(866) MY-LI-DOC 
(866-695-4362)

Personalized 
Primary Care for 
YOU throughout 
Long Island

(516) 223-0777
WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 

 
 

2700 LONG BEACH RD. OCEANSIDE 

J-C 
AUTOMOTIVE INC.
(516)766-4411  

SUSAN & JIMMY C. Fellow Parishioners 

Market is changing...
We are prepared. Are you?

The Twin Team 
is here to help! Call Us!

(516) 353-1038 | (516) 816-4699
Let our knowledge and over 24 years of 
experience guide you to the new market

EVA
BOCI

Broker Associate

DAVORKA 
BENDER

Broker/Owner

Since 1927 for all 
your floral needs 
Weekly Specials

2170 Grand Ave. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 
516-223-8600 
Wicksflorist.com

Wicks Florist


