
 



 



 

The Parish 

CLERGY PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Johnny R. Mendonça, Pastor 

Rev. Ryan Joseph, Assistant Parish Priest 

Rev. Anthony Kannampuzha, Priest-in-Residence 

Deacon Ralph Muscente 

Deacon Paul Cavanagh 

 Mrs. Maureen Brady, Parish Receptionist 

Mrs. Mary Beer, Parish Receptionist  

Mr. Jonathan Damico, Music Coordinator 

Ms. Dimitra Vrosgou, Organist 

Mrs. Maureen Donnelly Director of Faith Formation 

Ms. Sabrina Chan, Faith Formation Office Secretary 

Ms. Jennifer Canas, Coordinator: Parish Social Ministry 

Ms. Sara Santana, Coordinator: Youth Ministry 
Mrs. Laura Aldorasi 

Mr. Joseph Fragola 

Mrs. Marie Jose Saint Surin 

Mr. Jack Sullivan 

Hon. Leo McGinity 

Mrs. Rosemarie Scarola 

PARISH COUNCIL 

PARISH TRUSTEES 

Mr. John Kornobis  

Mrs. Gail Milne 



Monday       Saint Agatha  February 5th 

7:00AM         Louis & Mary Mendonca 

9:00AM          Fr. James DeVita  

 

Tuesday      St. Paul Miki February 6th 
7:00AM        and Companions Gianna Tessitore  

9:00AM             Albert Abed  

 

Wednesday       February 7th 

7:00AM            Marina Diaz 

9:00AM     Conchita Keena Liv Int 
     

Thursday     February 8th 
7:00AM                   Louis & Mary Mendonca 

9:00AM                   Jeffrey Agnew    

     

Friday              February 9th 
7:00AM                 Joanne Fantozzi Liv Int   

9:00AM             Annett Mulinello     

  

Saturday      Saint Scholastica   February 10th 

9:00AM     Helen DePalma and Family  

    Liv Int 

5:00PM     Eddy Boltersdorf  

    Dorothy O'Regan  

    Robert Clark  

    Anthony Fragola  

    Frances Mae Starr  

    O'Brien Asaro  
     

 Sunday         Sixth Sunday In  February 11th 

7:30AM            Ordinary Time     Jean Eddy Douyan Sr  

9:30AM    For the People of the Parish  

11:30AM   Thomas Kaspar  

5:00PM   Christopher Tucci  

Mass Intentions Please Pray For 

Bread & Wine 

in Memory of Robert Wade  

Please Pray for all Parishioners born into eternal life. Keep 
them and their families in your prayers.  

 
Barbara J. Cahall  

The Deceased 

The Sick 

Names of the Sick for the bulletin will remain for three 
weeks unless the Rectory is notified for an extension.  

Please send all requests to  
bulletin@stchrisbaldwin.org.  

Sandra Chan 
Zachary Chan 
Jeannie Clarke 
Alice Finken 

Jeanette C. Larsen 
Margaret Healy  
Mark Petrasek 
Kenneth Tynan 

Rose Vrabel 

Jennie Yanantuono 
Fiona Keogh  

Robert Grigonis 
Susan Marsala  

Virginia McWalters 
Maureen Carl   

Joseph & Miriam Albert 
Elizabeth Higgins 

Diane Kroll  

Prayer for Our Troops 

Kindly only submit the names of deployed troops and 
the duration of deployment to the bulletin for prayer to   

bulletin@stchrisbaldwin.org. 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us in our time of need. And give us peace.  

I ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior. Amen  

SFC Ralph Pereira 
Nick Duran 
Rosy Duran 

Captain Alexander LeClaire 
2nd Lieutenant Jacob Neumann 

 Altar Flowers 
       in Memory of Robert Wade  

Week of  February 4th, 
The 5th Sunday In Ordinary Time  



Third Time 
Christopher Andrea Mollo -                         

Kelly Rose Kuplicki  
St Lukes, Edgemere MD, St. Agnes, Rockville Centre, NY   

                         

“Love is patient, love is kind … Love    never 
fails”  1 Cor . 4a, 8a  

The Sacraments 
Los Sacramentos 

Baptism/Bautismos 
 

Pre-registration is required two months before Baptism for the preparation class and the actual date of Baptism. The 
required Baptismal Preparation class is held on the first Sunday of each month at 9:30AM Mass in the Church and 

class to follow in McGoldrick Hall. Baptisms happen the second, third and fourth Sundays of each month at 1pm and the 
second and third Saturdays at 1pm.  Please call the Rectory for more information.  
 
La matriculación para las Clases Pre-bautismales es un requerimiento, con dos meses de antelación a la fecha del bautismo. 
Estas clases se ofrecen en la parroquia. Le podemos compartir el horario y la ubicación a través de una llamada a la oficina. 
Los bautismos se llevan a cabo los domingos segundos, teceros y cuartos de cada mes, a la 1pm, y los sábados segundos y 
teceros de cada mes, a la 1pm. Para matricularse para las Clases Pre-bautismales, por favor llame a la oficina al (516) 223-0723. 

Reconciliation/Confesión 
 

Every Saturday from 4PM to 4:45PM in the Church. At other times, please feel free and most welcome to 
make an appointment with one of the priests by calling the Rectory. 

 
Cada Sábado a la 4PM hasta 4:45PM en la iglesia. Siéntase libre en llamar a la rectoría para hacer una cita en caso de que 
necesite confesarse a otra hora. 

Anointing and Communion for the Sick/Comunión para los Enfermos  
 

Anyone unable to attend Mass because of illness may receive Holy Communion at home on a regular 
basis. Deacons and Eucharistic Ministers assist the priests in this ministry. Please call the Rectory.  

 
Si no puede asistir a la Misa por enfermedad, puede solicitar que alguien le lleve la Eucaristía a su casa. Por favor llame a la 
oficina. 

Matrimony/Matrimonio 
 

An appointment should be made to meet with one 
of our priests or deacons at least nine months 
before an anticipated wedding date to begin 
preparations. Either the bride, groom, or the 

immediate family must be a resident parishioner. Please call 
the Rectory to set up an appointment and for more 
information. 
 
Se debe hacer una cita con uno de los sacerdotes con al 
menos nueve meses de antelación de la fecha de la boda. Por 
lo menos la novia, el novio, o alguien cercano a la familia 
debe ser un feligrese de la parroqia. Para más información 
llame a la oficina. 

R.C.I.A (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)/ (Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para 
Adultos) 
 

This is the process for adults wishing to become Catholic, complete their Sacramental initiation, or attain full 
membership in the Church. For further information on how to join, please contact the Rectory. 
 
Este es el proceso para adultos interesados en convertirse a la fe católica, para aquellos que desean completar los 
sacramentos de iniciación, y para todo aquel que desea formar parte de la Iglesia Católica. Para más información llame la 
oficina. 

Banns of Marriage 



 
Dear Parishioners and Friends, 
 

In a few days we will begin the Season of Lent - a journey, calling us to change and conversion. Lent is a very important 

time in the life of the Church and every Christian, to examine our journey of being disciples of Jesus. I would like to take 

time this week to reflect on the symbol of ashes, that we use on the very first day of lent - Ash Wednesday. 

 

At some point throughout Ash Wednesday, many of us will experience the symbolic gesture of receiving the imposition of 

ashes on our foreheads; in doing so, we will  acknowledge our human frailty, our finiteness, and our sinfulness.  The words 

we hear at the imposition of ashes are intended to confront our pride and ego and put us in touch with the human condi-

tion we all share. Following the example of the Ninevites, who did penance in sackcloth and ashes, our foreheads are 

marked with ashes to humble our hearts and remind us that while here on this earth, our lives slowly pass away. 

 

The ashes are an important symbol of our penitence as we enter the season of Lent. These ashes are made from the dried 

palms of the previous year’s Palm Sunday. But, like so many symbols, the importance is not the ashes itself, but remember-

ing what it is that it represents. Ashes, in the Bible, are used to signify mourning or repentance. When we take part in the 

imposition of ashes each year, we remember Christ’s sacrifice and repent of our sin. What is important is the condition of 

our hearts, not the symbols we use to represent them. 

 

Ashes also symbolize grief. In this case, it is grief that we have sinned and caused division from God. As ashes are adminis-

tered all are invited to accept the ashes as a visible symbol of penance. At times we could reduce Ash Wednesday to a 

church service in which we receive the ashes before getting back to whatever comes next. However, the scripture readings 

for this day raise essential questions for thought and reflection. These questions help us shape and sustain our Lenten jour-

ney so that it may truly be life-changing. As we ponder these passages, we might ask ourselves, “How can I be reconciled 

and return to the Lord?” We return to the lord using the means of prayer, fasting, and deeds of loving service. 

 

Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The practice includes the imposing of 

ashes on the head. The ashes symbolize the dust from which God made us. As the priest applies the ashes to a person’s 

forehead, he speaks the words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”. Alternatively, the priest may 

speak the words, “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” 

 

The distribution of ashes comes from a ceremony of ages past. Christians who had committed grave faults performed pub-

lic penance. On Ash Wednesday, the Bishop blessed them, and sprinkled over them ashes. Then, while the faithful recited 

the Seven Penitential Psalms, the penitents were put out of the church because of their sins — just as Adam and Eve were 

turned out of Paradise because of their disobedience. The penitents did not enter the church again until Holy Thursday 

after having won reconciliation by the toil of forty days’ penance and sacramental absolution. Later, all Christians, whether 

public or secret penitents, came to receive ashes out of devotion. In earlier times, the distribution of ashes was followed by 

a penitential procession. 

 

While the ashes symbolize penance and contrition, they are also a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those who 

call on Him with repentant hearts. His Divine mercy is of utmost importance during the season of Lent, and the Church 

calls on us to seek that mercy during the entire Lenten season with reflection, prayer and penance. 

 
Brothers and Sisters, as we are about to enter into this sacred time of the liturgical year, LENT - wilderness time, may we 
recognize a sense of anticipation about how God will meet us in the space we are creating for him. A blessed preparation 
and God bless you all. 
 

Fr. Johnny 
 
 

  



Next Sunday’s Readings 

Readings for the weekend of  
February 11th– 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Year B 
 

Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46  
Psalms 32:1-2, 5, 11  
1 Corinthians  10:31—11:1  
Mark 1:40-45  

Mass Ordinaries 

   Holy         #365 
  Mystery of Faith    #366 
  Great Amen  #367 
  Agnus Dei   #311 

Liturgy  

Feast day of Saint Scholastica February 10th  
On Feb. 10, the Catholic Church remembers St. Scholastica, a nun who was the twin sister of St. Benedict, the 

"father of monasticism" in Western Europe. The siblings were born around 480 to a Roman noble family in 

Nursia, Italy. Scholastica seems to have devoted herself to God from her earliest youth, as the account of 

Benedict's life by Pope Gregory the Great mentions that his sister was "dedicated from her infancy to Our Lord." 

The twins' mother died at their birth. When Benedict was old enough he left home to study in Rome leaving 

Scholastica with her father to tend the Nursian estate. In time, Benedict left his studies to live first as a hermit, 

and then as the head of a community of monks in Italy. When Scholastica learned of her brother's total 

dedication to the Lord, she was determined to follow his example. It is not certain that she became a nun 

immediately, but it is generally supposed that she lived for some time in a community of pious virgins.  Some 

biographers believe she eventually founded a monastery of nuns there. The brother and sister communities were 

about five miles apart. St. Benedict seems to have directed his sister and her nuns, most likely in the practice of 

the same rule by which his own monks lived. Unlike her brother, St. Scholastica was never the subject of a 

formal biography. As such, little is known of her life apart from her commitment to religious life which paralleled 

that of her brother. Pope Gregory wrote that Scholastica used to come once a year to visit Benedict, at a house 

situated halfway between the two communities. St. Benedict's biographer 

recounted a story which is frequently told about the last such visit between the 

siblings. They passed the time as usual in prayer and pious conversation -- after 

which Scholastica begged her brother to remain for the night, but he refused. 

She then joined her hands together, laid them on the table and bowed her head 

upon them in supplication to God. When she lifted her head from the table, 

immediately there arose such a storm that neither Benedict nor his fellow 

monks could leave. "Seeing that he could not return to his abbey because of 

such thunder and lightning and great abundance of rain," Pope Gregory wrote, 

"the man of God became sad and began to complain to his sister, saying, 'God 

forgive you, what have you done?'" "'I wanted you to stay, and you wouldn't 

listen,' she answered. 'I have asked our good Lord, and He graciously granted 

my request, so if you can still depart, in God's name return to your monastery, 

and leave me here alone.'" St. Benedict had no choice but to stay and speak to 

his sister all night long about spiritual matters -- including the kingdom of 

heaven for which she would soon depart. Three days later in the year 543, in a 

vision Benedict saw the soul of his sister, departed from her body and in the likeness of a dove, ascend into 

heaven. He rejoiced with hymns and praise, giving thanks to God. His monks brought her body to his monastery 

and buried it in the grave that he had provided for himself. St. Benedict followed her soon after, and was buried 

in the same grave with his sister. 

Source: St. John Bosco (catholicnewsagency.com)  



 

Stewardship 

Stewardship Prayer 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  

I come to You in thanksgiving knowing that all 
that I am and all that I have are gifts from You. 
Teach me to be generous with these gifts that 
You have given to me.  
 

I know that You want me to accept these gifts, 
cultivate them, and return them with increase, 
and that I may do that only through You. Help 
me to be Your faithful, evangelizing steward.  
 

Keep me mindful that, as Your disciple, I am 
called through the Holy Spirit to be an 
instrument of dramatic missionary growth, 
radically faithful to participation in the Sunday 
Mass, deeply devoted to the presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist, and courageous in 
living the truths of our Faith and sharing the 
“Good News” with the world.  
 

Make us One Family in Mission so that, 
through our time and talent, we may ignite our 

Church with the joy of the Gospel.  Amen.  
 

Taken from: Stewardship Office, Diocese of Rockville 
Centre 

BEWARE GIFT CARD SCAM 
 

If you receive an email or text message from 
Fr. Johnny, or any other staff member of St. 
Christopher’s Church requesting a purchase of 
gift cards or donations, delete it immediately, 
block the sender’s phone number or email 
address and notify the rectory office as soon as 
possible.  This is a common scam and is not 
from St. Christopher’s.  Please do not reply to 
the message nor purchase any gift cards prior 
to calling the office. 

Weekly Numbers:   ”What shall I return to the Lord for all that He has given to me?” 

Ministry Appeal - 2023  

Goal - $117,400.00  

 # of Gifts 193 

 Pledged   $      74,812.23  

 Paid   $      73,521.23   

 Average gift                $      387.63  

64%  of Goal 

This year, St. Christopher's Parish Catholic Ministries 

goal is $117,400, of which $74,812 (64%) has been 

pledged and $73,521 collected. That leaves us with a 

shortfall of $43,879. 

 

Many thanks to the 193 families whose pledges have 

carried us this far. If you still need to pledge, we 

earnestly urge you to complete a form and join this 

collective effort. Please remember that YOUR 

participation is paramount to this endeavor! We have 

over 3,000 registered families. If we all chip in, 

imagine the difference we'll make in the work of the 

Catholic Church here on Long Island! 

 

Thank you to our donors for supporting our 2023 
Ministry Appeal campaign! 

JAN 7TH Sunday Collections 

 TOTAL IN-PERSON ONLINE 

2024   $  15,318    $  12,345   $   2,973 

2023  $  15,770  $  12,710  $   3,060 

+/-     $ ( 452 )  



 

Next Week’s Collection 

HELP US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

Every year through the support and commitment of individuals and organizations, we are able to 

serve more than 600,000 people in our Long Island community. 

 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal enables our Church to continue to form our youth and adults in 

the faith, promote the dignity of life, provide quality education to our young people, feed the hun-

gry, and foster vocations to the priesthood. 

 
Your support of the Catholic Ministries Appeal helps our Parish Outreach and Catholic Charities 

Programs serve people in our community by providing food, clothing, shelter, counseling and care.  

And most importantly, it lets those we serve know that God loves them and is with them during the 

difficult times in their lives. 

 

Your generosity helps to make all of this, and so much more, possible! 

 

Thank you for your support. 

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A GIFT TO THE 2023 Catholic Ministries Appeal! Every Gift Makes 
a Difference in the Lives of Others.  
  

Parish: ________________________________________________ 

Name:  ________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: __________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

 

Catholic Ministries Appeal, Diocese of Rockville Centre, P.O. Box 4000, Rockville Centre, New York 11571  catholicministriesappeal.org 

Pledge     $ ________ 
  

Down Payment  $ ________ 

 

Balance    $_________ 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
WHAT’S CRACKLING IN FAITH FORMATION? 

FEBRUARY 6TH & 7TH  
BURNING OF PALM CEREMONY during class time 

Bring old palms, parents welcome! 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday is on February 14. Ashes will be distributed at 
all masses: 7:00a.m., 9:00a.m., 12:00p.m., 4:00p.m.  and 7:00p.m. 

Students who come to class on Wednesday will          
receive  ashes during class time.  

 



 

 

 

If you know of any member of the Parish who is 
homebound and who would like to receive 
visitors, please contact the Parish Office at       
516-223-0723 and share the name and contact 
information with the staff, identifying it as a 

person for the Ministry for the Homebound. If you would like to be 
part of this Ministry please give you name and contact number to the 
Parish Office and Paul Cavanagh will be in touch with you.   
“For I was ill and you cared for me” Matthew 25:36 

Ministry News 

Grupo de Oración  
Renovación Carismática 

 

Sábados a las 7:15PM en  

Lawlor Hall 
 

Para información  
llame a:  

 

José Molina  516-455-3930 
 Isidoro Ruíz  516-410-1402 



 

CURRENT PANTRY NEEDS 
 
 CHEF BOYARDIE 
 MAC & CHEESE 
 JUICE—1/2 GALLON 
 SMALL PACKET SNACK FOR KIDS 
 COOKING OIL  
 JELLY 
 PEANUT BUTTER  
 SPAGHETTI SAUCE  
 CANNED VEGGIES  
 TOILET PAPER 
 PAPER TOWELS 
 SOAP 
 TOOTHPASTE  
 SIZE 4,5,6 DIAPERS 
 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS 
SUPPORT  
IN HELPING US TO PROVIDE FOR THOSE IN NEED!  

GOD BLESS YOU ALL 

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE  
PERISHABLE ITEMS 

FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN  

TUESDAYS 2:30-4:00PM 

                  PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY  

Respect Life 

Please join us in the Adoration chapel every 

Thursday at 7:30pm for the Rosary for Life! 

Memorial bricks are available to be personalized. See website 
for order forms and drop off at the main office when          

completed. 



 

Events 

Tax Form Request 
In order to receive a tax form from St. Christopher’s parish please fill out ALL the in-
formation below and leave this slip at the Parish Office, Sacristy, or collection baskets. 

Thank you! 
Para recibir un formulario de impuestos de la parroquia de St. Christopher, complete 
TODA la información abajo y deje este formulario en la Oficina Parroquial, la Sac-

ristía o las canastas de recolección. ¡Gracias! 

 
 
Envelope #(número de sobre)____________________  
 
Name (nombre):_______________________________________________ 
 
Address (Direccion):____________________________________________  

 
Please note that your envelope number is very important for us to find you in our    

system. Questions? Call the Parish office at (516) 223-0723 
su número de sobre es muy importante para que podamos encontrarlo en nuestro 

sistema.¿Preguntas? Llame a la oficina parroquial al (516) 223-0723 

Registration deadline is Jan 29th 



 

Parish News 

TO SIGN UP 

ASH WEDNESDAY is FEBRUARY 14th ! 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OLD PALMS: 
February 11th  

 
and place it in the bins at the doors of the church. 

This blessed palm will be used to prepare ashes for this years Ash Wednesday Masses and        
Services. The Religious Education Students will have a burning of the palm’s service during their 

Wednesday classes by the church garage. ALL parishioners are welcomed to join.   



       

“Love Thy Neighbor” 

ROSE FENCE, INC. 
• PVC • Custom Wood • Chain Link 

 • Aluminum Estate Fence •  Stockade 
345 West Sunrise Hwy.

Thomas P. Dougherty 
Timothy M. Dougherty 

Timothy M. Dougherty, Jr. 
attorneys at law 
real estate • criminal 

 •personal injury • corporation 
 •wills and estates • landlord & tenant 

business sales & agreements 
625 Merrick Rd., Baldwin 

223-2621
 Breakfast- Lunch- Dinner 

Room Available for Large Parties 
790 Sunrise Hwy- 516-223-2161
        Dr. Donna Rubino  

Dr. Clare Villanueva 
Doctors of Audiology 

215a Atlantic Ave. 
Lynbrook, NY 11563 
 516-224-7588 

Marilyn Mensching Sandroni, Broker Owner 
BALDWIN REALTY 

720 SUNRISE HWY, BALDWIN 
Lifetime Parishioner of St. Christopher’s  

Office 516-678-4980   Cell 516-457-0678 

Rehoboth Elderly Home Care 
2322 Grand Ave., Baldwin 

516-719-0761 • Fax 516- 719-0762 
recc.home@rehobothelderlycar.com 

www.rehobothelderlycare.com 

Richard D. Lippmann, M.D., F.A.A.P. 
Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine 664 Merrick Rd. 
                                               Baldwin, NY  11510 

Tele (516) 771-8123        www.drrichonline.com 
Fax (516)208-8343              Open 7 days a week

Kitty O’Hara’s  
Serving the best value lunch, brunch, and  

dinner in town. Happy Hour till 8pm daily. 
Live Music on Weekends 

516 208 5520    Patio Now Open 
845 Merrick Rd., Baldwin
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• Aftercare Family  
Support Programs 

 
• Courtesy Lending Library 
 
• Support Group referrals 
 
• Video Tributes™  

with every funeral

  Longtime Parishioners of St. Christopher’s        Four Generations of Compassion and Trust 

Established 1903 
 
 
 
 

769 Merrick Road 
Baldwin, NY 11510 

516-223-1460 
 

www.fullertonfhny.com

   

“Nothing wounds the heart more deeply than the loss of a loved one.” 

We are proud to serve the members of our parish. 
When the funeral is over, you will find we have  

just begun to care. 
We can provide, at no additional cost: 

- Tribute DVD’s 
- Professional aftercare 
- Grief literature available to lend 

2283 Grand Ave. Baldwin, N.Y. 11510         
(516)223-4200 

      Michael J. Cecere, Jr.   www.cecerefamilyfunerals.com    Michael J. Cecere, III 
Active Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 

(516) 223-0777
WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 

 
 

2700 LONG BEACH RD. OCEANSIDE 

J-C 
AUTOMOTIVE INC.
(516)766-4411  

SUSAN & JIMMY C. Fellow Parishioners 

Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC

mptrg.com/bulletins  516.715.1223 
Hablamos Español

DEADLINE MARCH 1ST

Market is changing...
We are prepared. Are you?

The Twin Team 
is here to help! Call Us!

(516) 353-1038 | (516) 816-4699
Let our knowledge and over 24 years of 
experience guide you to the new market

EVA
BOCI

Broker Associate

DAVORKA 
BENDER

Broker/Owner

Since 1927 for all 
your floral needs 
Weekly Specials

2170 Grand Ave. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 
516-223-8600 
Wicksflorist.com

Wicks Florist

516-317-6203 
Fully Insured

•No Job too Big or Small 
• Junk Removal 

•Full House Clean Outs 
•Constuction Debris Removal 

• Furniture Removal 
• Appliance Removal

The Hidden Thrift 
751 Merrick Road 

Baldwin 
(Next to St. Christopher’s) 

 516-838-1889


